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A series of tables and charts preseat information on 

_the’ nuaber of associate degrees awarded between 1970-71 and 1979-80. 
First, a narrative summaQizes statistical highlights and trends for 
the ten-year period, including the following information: (1) during 
this. period, 3,611,147 “overall increase were awarded in the United 
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- States, representing an overall ificrease of 59.8% fer the decade; (2) 
during this period, bachelor's, ster's,. first-professional and 
doctoral degrees increased 11.0%, 29.4%, 84.0%, and 2.0%, < 
respect¥vely; (3) during the 1970's, there was a shaft in popularity ” 
away from arts and sciences curricula and general programs towards 
Occupationad curricula; (4) since 1976-77, women have been in the 
majority receiving associate degrees; (5) fernale enroliments have 
increased across all curricular afeas; (6) in every racial minority 
category,.a greater proportion of students received asseciate degrees- 
than bachelor's degrees; (7) all types of institutions and, with the 
exceptions of California and Washington, D. C., all states exhibited 
increases in the nurgber of adsociate degre2s awarded during the 
decade. The ten tables provid w data, and statistics by sem, 
curriculus.category and divis{&Sn, racial/ethnic category, control and 
level of institution (i.e., t'wo- year/four-year, public/pgivate), and 
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Chart 1. Number and Percent Increase for Associate, Bachelor's, 
Master's, Doctor's, and First-Professional Degrees, 


Aggregate United States 1970-71 to 1979-80 
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The ancrease tor women represents an acrosgy the board 
increase ai all Curriculum divisions Tne percentage of associate 
degrees awarded to women In ocCupational curriculums increased 
from 427 to 550 percent This includea a jump from 387 to 
52 4 percent in science and engineering-related programs, and an 
-«ncrease from: 46 2 to 578 percent in nonscience and nonengi- 
neering rated technologies In arts and scrence the increase was 
sian smaller, from 43 2 to 53 2 percent “ 
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~ Whereas the increase for women degree recipients has been 
“constaht every year, men nave been decreasing steadily since 
197677 Over the following 3 years there has been a drop in 
degrees awarded to men of 27,105 (a decrease of ie 8 percent) 
In. contrast women degree recipients increased by 114 percent 

(table 5) ; - : 
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Although nein representation in 1979-80 was still 
highest ‘in the health services/paramedical technologies division 
(878 percent), thts was a stight drop from the 89 9 percent of 
197071 The greatest, jump in degrees awarded .fOo wamen 
occurred in natural science technologies, ‘which increased from 
22 4 to 393 percent over the 10-year period (table 3). / 
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Overall women had greater percentage increases than.men 
aff Dut ene curnmculum division, Health. services/paramedical 
techno1ogidy Women exhibited the greatest percentage increase 
‘n the mechanical/engineering technologies ‘category (883.1 per 
cent) although their representation in this Category was still 
small in 197980 (81 percent) — followed by natural science: 
technologies with an increase of 305 0 percent (table 4) 
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Chart 2. Associate Depress Conferred by Sex: 
Aggregate United seats, 1970-71 — 1979-80 ‘ 
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Racial Ethnic Categories 


\ Durrng the 70's racial'ethnic data was collected for 3 
years, 1975-76, 197677, and 1978-79 In 1975-76 assoqjate 
degrees proved more popular among students from racial minori- 
ties, 14.0 percent of the total, than among those receiving bache- 
jor’s degrees, 108 percent (table. 6) By 1978-7 that gap 
increased tq 16 4 a1 8 percent In fact, in every racial minority 
category a greater proportion of students received associate 
degrees than bachelor’s degrees (chert '3) Among the possbie 
reasons for this*popularity of associate degrees 1s the eawer access’ 
into publid 2 year colleges for most students 
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Business and commmerce technologieywas the most common 
curriculum division for Gegfees awarded to racial minorities, as 


_. 


. it was for the population as @ Whole. The three curricutum divi- 


sions where non-whites a for the gréatest percentage of 
sassociate degrees in 1978-79 ate business and commerce tech- 
nologies, 185 percent, data. processing technologips, 196 Per- 
ceht, and public, service related technologies, 20 5 percent {table 
7) , : 
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Type_of Institution’ - : 
7 . » - > 
All types of institutions exhibited a marked increase in 
associate degrees awarded during the decade of the’70's, with 
2-year private institutions showing “the, Kmaliest percentage 
increase In 1979-80 2-year public Institutions accounted for the ° 


greatest proportion af associate degrees with 316,518 or 787 
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°8) However, this number represents a 13,536 decline s 
78 which by itself more ae for the decline 1 
number of associate degrees awarded over those.2 ye 
after 8 years of huge growth 2-year public institutio 
declined for the past 2 years in 
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Chart 3. Comparison Between Percentages of 

Bachelor's and Associate Degrees Conferred in 1978-79, 

by Racial/Ethnic Minority Categories . 
87 
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Note For the purposes of this chart, ail nonclassified students 
were proportionally placed in the racial/ethnic Categories 
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Over the 10-year period all States or ogher areas, with the 
exception of California and Washington, D.C , exbibited increases 
in the number of associate degrees awarded. California, after 


decrease) (table 9 


In spite of California’s decrease it continues to rank first 
.among all the States granting approximately 9,500 more degrees 
tharr second place New York California, ‘which granted 24.1 
percent of all associate degrees in ‘1970-71, accounted for only 
145 percent in 1979-80, The four top States in 1970-74 
accounted for almost half of the degrees awarded, buy in 197 
80 It took the top nine States’ to_reach “that figure In fact in 
1979-80 the top 11 States granted more degrees than the entire 
country did in 1970-71 (table 10) 

C7 
Among the States that ed more thar’ TQ00 degrees, 
-~ South Carolina (247 8 percent Louisiana (434 1 percent) 

exhibited the greatest percentage increases With regard to other 
areas, US Service Schools had an increase of 1027.0 percent and 
Puerto Rico’increased ‘282.7 per¢ent South Carolina also rose 
the most in the State rankings for assoctate degrees going from 
30th to 17th, On the other hand, Kansas dropped the most 
going from ‘6th to 28th . 
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More Information t 
/ 

Information about the Center's statistical program and a 
catalog of NCES publications may be obtained from the Statis- 
tical Information Office, National Center for Education Statisties, 
(Presidential Building), 400 Maryland -Avenug SW , Washington, 
DC 20202, telephone (301) 436-7900 


rising steadily through 1979- 76, has decreased for 4 consecutive - 
years to a point below its 1970-71 output (a 3.6 percent. 


a 
{ 


as s 


ad 


Tabla 1 — Associate degrees conferred and seicon change, by curriculum category and division:  Aaareme United States 1970-71 — 1979-80 
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Curriculum category and division 1970-71 * 
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X 


¥ 
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All curriculums, total 253,635| 294,005] 318,234 |°347,173 | 362,969 | 395,393 
° of - s : 
_ Arts and science or general programs 145 473 158 496 161,291 | 165,520 167,634 176,612 
t : am ‘ L 
Occupational curriculums 108 162 135,505 156,043} 181,653 | 198 335 218481 
Science ‘engineering related 58,282] . 71,726 83,643 | 95,130 | 103,351 | 111,130 
Data processing technologies 6,611 7,401, 6,997 6,491 |. 6,2f0| 6,633 
Health servites’paramedical — : : 
technologies 21,525 29,092 39,235 47,033 | 53,079 | 56,400 
Mechanical/engineering \ i : 
technologies 24,371 27,719 28,756 | 31,094 | 32,315 ) 35,875 
‘ . Natura: sciegice technologies 5,775 7,514 8,655 10,512} 11,747 | 12,222 
Nonsc.ence ‘nonenyineering-related 49,880 63,783 73,309 | 86,523 91,984 |107,651 
Busiress and commerce ase 7 ' 
technologies 39,476 46,609 50,645 59,275 | 62,944 | 73,810 
Publie service related , = ; 
> stechnologits 10,464 17,174 22,655 | 27.248 | 29,040 | 33,841 
, "Does 10" wc. ude those be ow the techn cai or seruprotessional level! . 
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1976- 77 


409,942 


172,631 


237,311 
420,059 


7,502 


60,217 


38,244 


14,096 


117,252 


81,801 


35,451 
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1977-78 


416,947 
168,052 


248,895 


| 126,872 


_ 8,574 
62,847 


4+,061 


14,390 


122,023 


87,653 
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34,370 
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Table 2 — Percent distribution of associate degrees conferred, by curriculum category and division. Aggregate United States, 1970-7 


% 


Percentincieay 


1978-79 | 1979-80 | 1970-71 to 
. 1979 80 
407,471 | 405,378 598 
158,738 | 152,169 46. 
Ne : 
248,733 |,253,209 1341 
126,719 | 129 1224 
9875 111,885 78.7 
62,407 | 61,176 184 2 
40,891 | 43,326 778 
13,546 | 13,314 1305 
122,014 | 123,578 1478 
40,587 | 95,049 1408 
31,427 | 28,529 174.2 
1 — 1979-80 


~ —y + ; a - 7 a 
Curriculurn category and division 197071 1971 72 1972 73 1973 74 1974 75 1975.76 1976 77 1977 78 1978 79 1979 80 
Tt er ° 
sf\ curriculums, total ¢ 1009 1900 10°70 1000 — 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 1000 
Arts and scr nce or senerai + ogramis 574 639 ; 607 i 477 1 462 * 447 375 
, a ‘ Li 5 ‘ . 
" OcedPational ever culur., %1 | Age 523 52.9 553 625 
Science, engineering-related 24 4 26.3 274 28 5 28 1 320 
Data pracessiitg technologies . 25 22 19 17 17 29 
Health services/paramedical . 7 4 
technologies ~ . 99 123 135 146 143 151 
: Mechanicél/engineering technologies 94 90 90 89 91° 107 
‘Natural science technologies 2,6 27 3Q 32 31 33, 
Nopscience/nonengineering related 217 4 230 24 ¢ 25 3 272 305 
Busihess and commerce technologies 159 159 17 1 173 187 234 
Public service related technologies 58 71 78 80 86 70 
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Table 3 — Perceant-distribution of associate degrees received by women, by curriculum category and division: Aggregate United States, 1970-71 — 1979-80 


4 * 
. Curficulum category and division 1970-71 1971-72 | 1972-73 | 1973-74 | 1974-75 | 1975-76 | 1976-77 | 19%7-78 | 1978-79 1979-80 
All curriculums, total , 430 43.2 46.6 


Arts and science or general programs 


ie Occupational curriculums 
Science /eng:neering ae 
‘Data ptocessing technologies 
: 3 a services/paramedical 
_ “technologies 
/ Mechanical /engineering technologies 
; a Natural science technglogies 


Nonscience nonengineering-related 
7 Business and commerce technologies 
- Public service related technologies 
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Table 4 — Percent change in associate-degrees conferred, by sex and by 
oe - curriculum category and division Aggregate United States, « 
1970-71 — 1979-80 


° \ 
" ‘ ; Percent clfange 
. Curriculum category and division 1970-71 to 1979-80 5 
4 es 
: All curriculums, totat . . 1020 
\ 
. ‘ , * 
- Arts and science or general programs 28 8 
, 5 sie ‘ 
Occupational curriculums 2017 
. Science/engineering-related 193.8 
Data processing technologies 1573 
‘ ‘ Health services/paramedical technologies 1777 
4 : Mechanical/engineering technologies . 883 1 
Natural s@lence technologies 305 0 
Nonscience/nonengineering-related , . 2098 
Business and commerce technolagies 1998 ; 


Public ervice-related technologies 
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Table 5 — Associate degrees conferred, by’sex and by curriculum category and division Aggregate United States, 1970-71 — 1979-80 
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eer meee me oar . - _ : s 
Currcuiiin cateyury anu uivisron 197071" [197 72° | 1972-73" | 1973-74 | 1974 75 [1975-76 | 1976 77 | 1977 78 | 1978 79 | 1979 80 
= ; _ -1 5. 
“ Men 


hk TS ‘—. 
: ° ' 


All curriculums, total BS 166.357 | 176,00 | 199,612 191,865 | 211,33 212,120 | 206,766 | 193,696 185 15 
Arts and science or general programs 82,579. | 90,321 "91,067 93 096 91,849 97,216 | 91,348 84,987 77,259 71,166 


Occupational curriculums | 61,978 76,536 85,029 96,516 100,006 114,114 120,772 121,779 116,437 113'849 
Sc encesengineering-related 35,142 41,412 44,700 49,185 51,019 54 620 58,572 61,446 60,503 61,653 
"Data processing technologies +4,471 | 5,200 4934 4551 | 4,221 4,222 4,625 5,230 5,639 6,309 
Health services paramedical 
tecnnalogies - "2,172 3,275 5,077 6,716 7,254 7,654 7,919 | . 8,261 8,056 7,433 
Mecnanical engineering technologies , : 24,015 27,272 28,164 30,372 31,458 34,443 36,609 38,773 38,318 39 826 
Natural science technologies 4,484 5665 6,525 7,546 8,086 8,301 9,419 9,182 8,490 8,085 
Nanscience, none ngineering-related 26,836 35,124 40,329 47,331 48,987 59,494 62,200 60,333 55,934 52, 19 7 
Business and commerce technologies 20416 24,574 25,843 29,747 30,960 37,754 40,506 40,825 39,094 37,91vU 
Public service-related technologies 6,420 19,550 14 486 17,584 18,027 21,740 |° 21,694 19,508 16,840 14,286 


or 


All curriculums, total nee: 109,07 127,148 | 142,138 | 157,561. 171,114 197,822 | 210,181, 243,775 220,363 


Arts and science or general programs 62,894 68,175 70,224 72,424 75,785 81,283. 83,065 81,479 81,003 


Jecupational curriculums 46,184 58,973 71,914 | 85,137 |, 95,329 116,539 127,116 132,296 139,360 
ace a neering-related 23140 | 30,314 | 32,243 | 45,945 [ °52,332 61,487 | 65,426 | 66,216 67,978 
ey oro cessing techncisgies . 2,140: 2,053 ° 1,940 | 989, 2,877 3,344 4,236 5,506 
Heath services/paramedical ' : 
technologies. 4 19,353 : 34,158 40,317 45,825 * §2,298 54,586 54,351 53,743 : 
Mechanical/engindering technologies 356 592 722 857 ; 1°635 2,288 2,573 3,500- 
Natural science technologies 1,291 : 2,130 2,966 3,661 4,677 5,208 5 056 5,229 
Nonscience/nonengineering-related 23,044 i 32,971 4 39,192 | 42,997 _ 55,052 | 61,690 | 66,080 71,382 
Business and commerce technologies 19,060 d 24,802 29 528 31,984 41,295 46,828 51,493 57,139 
Public service-related technologies 3,984 ; 9,664 11,013 13,757 14,862 14,587 14.243 


* Does not include those below the technical or semiprofessional level 
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: Table 6. ~ Associate degrees conferred, by racial/ethnic “op and oa category and division: Aggregate United States 1975-76, 1976-77 and 1978-79 
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‘Black, fon-Hispanic American Inthan or! Asian or Pacific White, non-Hispenic 
Alaskan {atwe . | , Islander . : se. fh 
A ° = 4 
1975- } 1976- | 1978- ]1975-11976-|19 78-11975-|1976- 1978- | 1975- 1976- | 1978- 1975- 1976- 1978- |1975-}1976- 
71 77 79 76 77 79 76 =| 77 79 76 17 79 76 J77 79 16 77 
* - 4 


331,173 | 7,206 | 1,572 |6,106 


Non-classitied 


¢ 
20,710 {328,652 | 342,382 


total es B1,139 | 33,176 |34,985 
. ey 4 f 
. Arts and science or . 
‘ genera: programs 13,769 | 13,970 144,739 | 142,205 


-, Occupetional 


183,913 | 200,177 


“CUTICUIUENS 


17,370 | 19,206 
‘ Science /engineering- : 
e =" velo : 


95,839 | 104,203 
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N Data processing : 
Jecnaologies _ 5/433 6,064 
\ Health services/ 
paramedical ' 


47,959 | 52,114 


technologies 
Mechanical/engineering 


31,306 | 33,109 


4 technologies 
‘ Natural scence 
% s technologies 1 MNO 
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"> : neering-related g8,074 
rs Business and | « 
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Table 7 — Percent distribution of associate degrees cofiferred, by racial/ethni¢ category and by curriculum category and division: 
Aggregate United States 1975-76, 1976-77 and 1978-79 | 
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a ; Non resident Black, non- American Indian or} Asian or Pacific Hispanic White, non Non-lassified 
Curricutum category and division “Alien Hispanic - Alaskan Native {slander Hispanic 


1975-11976. 1978-11975 |1976-11978-|1975 |1976-|1978-]1975- 1976-11978-|1975-]1976-1 1978-|1975-]1976 |1978 Pa 1978- 
76 


Q7 | 79 


Ail curriculums, total j | 835 


Arts and science or general programs" 7 ‘i 824 
Occupational curriculums , L 844 
Scrence/engineering-related . i 5 : 2 | 86.8 
Data processing technologies : "9 | 808 
Health services/paramedical : 
technologies 7 86.5 
Mechanical engineering technologies . 866 
‘Natural science technologies o : 916 
Nonscience,‘nofenginegring-related ‘ 3 819 
Business and commerce technologies 820 
Public service-retated technologies 2 : 815 
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Table 8™™ Associate degrees conferred, by control and level of institution: Aggregate United States, 1970-71 — 1979-80 


s 


‘ Percent increase Percent of 


Control and level -71*|1971 72°|1972-73° | 1973-74 | 1974-75 | 1975-76 | 1976-77 1977.78 | 1978-79 | 1979.80 1970-71 to total 
of institution 1979-80 1979-80 ° 


Ajl institutions 253,635 | 294 005 | 318,734 347.173 | 362,968 Lae 409,942 | 416,947 : 405,378 
4vear © 30,295 | 33,797] 41,404 | 45,69! 42771 50,042 | 54310] 55,687 59,928 
2-year. . 223,340 | 260,208 | 276,830 | 301,402 | 320,:96., 54,351 | 355,532 | 361,260 1351, 350,450 

Public 216,091 | 256,011 | 278,938 | 305,003 | 320,170 | 347,315 | 357,868 | 361,706 347,214 
4-year 18,111] 20,902] 25,703 | 29,110] 24,872} 27,861| 30277] 31,652 : 30,696 
2-year 197,980 | 235,109 | 253,235 | 275,893 | 295,298 | 319.454 | 327,591 | 330,054 : 316,518 

Private 37,544 | 37,994] 39,296 | 42,170] 42,799] 48,078] 52,074 - 55,241 : 58,164 
4-year 12,184 | 12,895} 15,701 | 16,581] 17,899) 22,181} 24,033] 24,035 | 25, 24,232 
2-year 25,360] 25,099] 23,595 | 25,589] 24,900] 25.897] 28,041! 31,206 : 33,932 


“Does not include those below the technical or semiprofessional level 
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Table 9. — Associate deyrees conferred by State or other areas: 1970-71 — 1979-80 


— ca a aan ed 
4 re ou 
- | wa fe he 
State or othe: area | 197071 1 1971 22 | 197273 | 1973 2419/4 75 
pao + +-— yet ae a 
Tota ‘ | 253 635 294 005 , 318 234 j34717: + 367 Yeu 
e : fe! 
Alabama EB 5 bE 2B | 2522) 3 3 tet 2 425 
= Alaska \ 93 | 143; 239 qs 42% 
Anzona f 7 2 696 3146! 399 38028 * ay 
Arkansas ' 627 | 656,'% 781 993: 1150 
Cautornia | @4124 § 66707 bb 225 67 us 6 Bst 
Wor ado ‘ "2631 3025 3144 )35ty ,  3ht4 
loonecucut 4 1 ' 33% 3592 a 67U 4 Tho 
Delaware , 1126 ' 1265 vy 1165 "hag 
District of Columbia * 834 172 ae? 8: or 
Fionda 18840 23559 24242 244595 2% smh 
George : 3673 4054," 4835 4905 54s 
Hawai : 967 «+ 1170 +248 147° rhe 
\ idaho 2118» 1598 1224 - 145% 15 te 
itignors 12318 | 14009; 17363 bbe Yo ant 
indiane 5 * 2947 3277 soot, “tt 
lowa + 3366 4492 4084 toy "aes 
Kansas f 3.473 3693 4901 ute 14 
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Table 10. — Percent distribution and rank of associste degrees conferred by State or other erees: 
= 1970-71 and 1979-80 ~~~ ak ‘ 
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- Connecticut 19 13 132, : ; 
a , ? Delaware 3 36 46 4 3 a 
ae District of Columbia 4 51 3 J : 
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